Variability of reported techniques for performance of the pubovaginal sling procedure.
The aim of this study was to determine the commonly used techniques for sling surgery. A questionnaire was distributed to the attendees at the 20th Annual Scientific Meeting of the American Urogynecologic Society. Techniques addressed included the type and length of the graft material, the fixation point, and the methods of sling tensioning. Type of training and monthly surgical volume was also determined. Sixty-five gynecologic and urologic surgeons responded to the survey, the majority of whom were fellowship-trained urogynecologists (68%). The median monthly operative experience was 8 anti-incontinence procedures, including 3.5 pubovaginal slings. There was wide inter-respondent variability in all techniques except fixation point. There was also large intra-respondent variability in sling technique: 42% reported the use of differing graft materials, 19% noted using differing graft lengths, and 19% employed variable tensioning methods. Type of training and operative experience did not predict surgical technique(s) or consistency. Our conclusion was that there is wide variability in the techniques of sling performance.